Introduction

In recent decades, attention has been increasingly drawn to racial
disparities in police traffic stops, and findings have been
consistent that minorities are targeted more heavily than whites
on average (Rojek et al., 2004).

Although data has been consistent regarding the role of race in
traffic stop proceedings, many factors such as gender, age, time of
day, and others have been found to be moderators that need to
be accounted for (Rojek et al, 2012; Tillyer et al, 2013).

This study aims to fill a data gap specifically in Connecticut by
controlling for age while analyzing any association between the
race of a driver (black or white) and their likelihood of receiving a
ticket/getting arrested after being pulled over.

Univariate Results
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= 36.79% of stopped
drivers are 30
years old or
younger, while
63.79% are older
than 30.
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= 18.16% of stopped
drivers in the

sample are black,
while 81.84% are

white
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Methods

Sample:
. Black and white drivers age 16+ who were pulled over by police in CT during 2019
Measures:

- Race (SubjectRaceCode) of each driver is recorded categorically- for this study, a subset
was made with only Black and White drivers

= Age (SubjectAge) of each driver is recorded quantitatively- two categories were made
using the data, one with ages 30 and younger, and one with ages over 30

= Stop Disposition (InterventionDispositionCode) is measured on a scale with 6 categories
(No Disposition (N), Verbal Warning (V), Written Warning (W), Infraction (I), Misdemeanor
Summons (M), Uniform Arrest Report (U)). This measure was condensed into 2
categories, ”0” for (N, V, W), and “1” for (I, M, U).

Bivariate Results

1. Is There an Association Between Tickets/Arrests and Race?

05+

= A chi-squared test of independence
indicated a slightly higher chance of
getting ticketed or arrested as a black
person vs as a white person (X-squared =
127.91, df = 1, p = 0.0000)
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2. Is There an Association Between Tickets/Arrests and Age?

A chi-squared test of independence
indicated a significantly higher chance of
getting ticketed or arrested being 30 or
younger vs older than 30 (X-squared =
1714.9, df = 1, p = 0.0000)
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Multiple logistic regression analyses were run on the data analyzing the
relationships between getting ticketed/arrested, race, and age of drivers (For
race: p = 0.0000, t = 0.953, 97.5% Cl = 0.944 < beta < 0.963; for age: p = 0.0000, t
=0.843, 97.5% Cl = 0.836 < beta < 0.850)

Age and race are both significantly negatively associated with a driver’s likelihood
of getting ticketed/arrested (as opposed to getting off with a warning)

The association between age and getting ticketed/arrested appears to remain
similar when age is compared within each race subset

= Although both race and age are significantly associated with the likelihood of
getting ticketed/arrested, age is more strongly correlated with stop severity than
race

These results are a good starting point, but further research should be
undertaken regarding the reasons that younger people are more often ticketed or
arrested after being pulled over so that driver education or road signage can be
targeted to these issues
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